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May 6, 2007

Growth isn't just an increase in numbers, and in examining your comments, we have begun to see Church growth in the following ways:

G – Gaining strength, foundation and stability

R – Revival both individual and institutional

O – Outreach; neighbor to block to city

W – Worship; gives shape to things of worth

T -- Tenacious; commitment to liberal religious presences in the city

H – Health and loving community

And this growth occurs in at least these four realms: Community, Spirit, Knowledge, and Love
As the Mission Team continues to craft a meaningful statement based on your input we were reminded of Reverend Drew's sermon of April 15, 2007:

"I am struck by the similarity between an entire institution and a one-to-one relationship. In both it is spirit of generosity, trust, abundance, honesty, and love that creates health and success.  Both can be damaged by cynicism and negativity and engagement in suspicious thinking.  Both can be limited by fear and secrecy. Both are redeemed by saying yes to the very core of our being – yes to out deep human commitment to each others."
How does this sound to you so far?  Mission Team Sharing Box is available in McCollester Hall so you can share your thoughts on the back of this paper and drop it in the box.

Sincerely,

Mission Team

Jeneviev Dotterer, Ruth Seifert, Dave Linghom, Alicia Biggers, Rev. Drew Johnston
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